Course: Earth Science 
Course Goal:  Students will explain natural processes occurring in the world around them.  Students are to meet all determined benchmarks for course.  

Instructor: Aaron T. Locke    e-mail ( alocke@bridgmanschools.com 




Phone ( 269 – 466 – 0367 (classroom)
Webpage: Visit my webpage on line at www.lockescience.weebly.com .  Click on staff, my name, then your class and you will have the homework assignments for the unit as well as test dates.  Please use this.  

Course Description: Earth Science is a class that will provide the student with a foundational understanding of Earth systems.  The course moves at a fast pace and covers much material.

Topics that will be studied
· Scientific method

· Rocks and Minerals

· Earth surfaces changes

· Earth’s atmosphere

· Geological Time

· Human Impact on the Environment

· Oceans and Earth’s internal process

· Astronomy

Class Expectations:

1. In seat and ready by the time the bell rings.  Sharpening pencils, getting paper, etc, should all be done before the bell rings. 
2. All notes, assignments, lab reports, etc should be kept in a folder or a binder. I expect students to be organized.

3. Work for the whole 62 minutes!  

4. Respect others opinions, property, etc.

5. No food or drink in the classroom.  This is for your safety!

6. No horseplay in lab.  Use lab equipment for what it was intended. 

7. KNOW DUE DATES!  See homework board.  Check online schedule for due dates.

8. Have all homework / class-work / projects turned in on the due dates.
9. Make up quizzes and test on your own time.  You are responsible for any material you missed while making something else up in class.  It is your responsibility to collect your absent work.  
10. Any question about changing due dates must be asked by 11:59 pm the day before something is due.
Classroom Procedures:


Normal Days

· Questions

· Quiz 

· Grade homework

· Lecture w/ practice problems 

· Work time 

· Dismissal 

Lab Days 

·  Quiz

·  Instructions / Demo

·  Set up

·  Perform lab 

·  Clean up

· Discussion 

· Dismissal 

Grading Policy: grades are tabulated in the following way.
· HOME WORK / Labs / Special Assignments 35%

· Quizzes 15%

· Test 60% 

Late Work:  NO LATE WORK.  Labs may be turned in at the end of the day.  Homework must be ready to turn in at the beginning of class on the day it is due. 

Absent Work: Work that was due on the day of the student’s absence must be turned in the day they return.  Students who miss an assignment due to absence must turn their absent-work in their second day back from an absence.  For prolonged absences, due dates may be worked out.

Academic dishonesty: Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught cheating may receive a “0” on their assignment, lab, test, etc. On the first offense the principal and parents will be notified and further action can be taken.

Tests and Quizzes:  If the student gets below a 75% on a test they may take another form of that test to increase their score by 20 points, up to 75%.  (If a student scores a 49% and gets a perfect score on their retest then the highest grade they can achieve is a 69%.  If a student scored a 68% on their test, gets a perfect score on their retest, they can only get a 75% maximum score.)  The student and teacher will prearrange the date of the retest within three school days.  It is the student’s responsibility to approach the teacher.  After three school days there will be no opportunity to retest. Please take advantage of this! Quizzes can be retaken for a maximum score of 85%.
Homework: homework is always posted at the front of the room as well as online.

Extra Credit:  Extra credit is not a substitute for your normal homework.  Do not depend on it to get you out of trouble.  Some EC will be given.

No Name Papers:  Papers without names will have a 20% reduction of score.  PUT YOUR NAME ON YOUR PAPERS!!!

Hall Passes:  Must have a written pass to leave the classroom.  Few passes will be given. 

Personal Educational Philosophy:  Every student can learn and successfully complete this class if provided with the necessary means and if they have the desire to work hard.  

Please take this form home and go over it with your parents.  After they have read it both you and your parents sign the bottom of this form to indicate that both you and they understand everything in the syllabus. 

Parents, 

Please review this syllabus with your student.  Make yourself aware of the procedures, policies, and guidelines of their classroom.  If there are any questions you have please contact me via telephone or email (listed above).  I look forward to teaching your child this year.  

Student Signature: __________________________________ Date:  _______________

Father’s Name: ________________________________________

Mother’s Name: _______________________________________

Parent Signature:  ___________________________________ Date:  ______________

Please tear this page off of the syllabus and return it to Mr. Locke.

Keep the syllabus in your folder to refer to throughout the year.   This counts for your first homework assignment.

